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In the world of Okla- 
homa politics, 2017 was 
all about setting the table 
for 2018 and a slate of 
elections that will include 
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an embattled state Legis- 
lature and several state- 
wide seats, including 
governor. 

Coming off a tough 
election year for Demo- 
crats in 2016 that sawthe 
party — bothin Oklahoma 
and across the nation — 
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PASADENA, CALIF. — 
Dreams will come true 
Monday amid the San 
Gabriel Mountains. 
Memories to last a life- 
time. A New Year’s 
Day tradition spanning 
more than a century 
commences before 
tens of thousands who 
have come from vari- 
ous locales, near and 
far, to this glorious 
setting. The Oklahoma 
brand will be front and 
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take it on the chin, the 
minority party rallied 
around a series of special 
elections across the state 
and flipped four seats. 
Partly a result of tran- 
sitioning urban districts 
but also benefiting from 
lawmaker scandals and a 


lack of budget fixes from 
a Republican-controlled 
Legislature, Democrats 
had their best year since 
before the Republican 
wave of 2010. 

“I don’t know that 
we have a secret except 
for eight years of failed 
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Republican leader- 
ship and a super major- 
ity in both houses that 
has really let voters 
down,” Anna Langthorn, 
Oklahoma’s Democratic 
chair, told MSNBC in 


November following two 
more flipped seats. 
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018 could be significant 
or politics in Oklahoma 


Langthorn herself was 
one of last year’s big 
political storylines as she 
was elected state chair at 
age 24, believed to be the 
youngest person elected 
to lead a state party. 
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center in this timeless 
American classic. 

And in the afternoon, 
there’s even a football 
game. 

OU and Georgia play 
in the Rose Bowl on 
this New Year’s Day, 
with a 4:10 p.m. CST 
kickoff and a berth in 
the national champi- 
onship game on the 
line. But as regal and as 
grand as the Pasadena 
football tradition, the 
Pasadena parade tra- 
dition is even moreso. 
And the Sooners’ 
appearance in the bowl 
game means the Pride 
of Oklahoma marches 
in the Rose Bowl 
Parade along famed 


Colorado Boulevard. 

“One of the premier 
marching band events 
in the world,” is how 
Brian Britt, director of 
the Pride, describes the 
New Year’s Day staple. 
He said musicians grow 
up dreaming of march- 
ing in the Tournament 
of Roses parade. “They 
know it’s a really spe- 
cial experience.” 

The same is true for 
the Sooner football 
team, of course. 

Some of the players 
didn’t realize the tra- 
dition and spectacle of 
the game in the iconic 
stadium that sits in 
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COMPILED BY 

KEN RAYMOND 

Book Editor 
kraymond@oklahoman.com 


Entertainment 


“No matter what hap- 
pens to any of us indi- 
vidually, I feel like we will 
all look back when we are 
in our late 20s and think, 


I changed a lot, I accom- 
plished a lot and now I’m 
here. But it doesn’t really 
feelreal. What next?’ Then 
we will look back again in 
another seven years and 
do the same. Life is kind 
of like a perpetual fugue 
state, whether it’s good 
or bad. You always look 
back and wonder how you 
made it through.” — Tay- 
lor Young, then 22, talking 


band, Limp Wizurdz, in 
January. 

“We let ourselves be a 
living, breathing thing for 
a second and talk to our- 
selves with our instru- 
ments and those are the 
most fun parts.” — Taylor 
Goldsmith of the Cali- 
fornia-based jam band 
Dawes, talking in Janu- 
ary about what it’s like on 
stage. 


part of a narrative concept 
album about a ninja who 
discovers the existence of 
life and the acceptance of 
death.” — Oklahoma City 
musician Campbell Young 
discussing his upcoming 
album in February. 

“At the end of the day, 
we were meeting up to 
make music and that’s 
when I felt the most happy. 


Top left: Fans gather for a 
peek Sunday as the Universi- 
ty of Oklahoma Sooners take 
a team photo at the Rose 
Bowl in Pasadena, California. 


Top right: Oklahoma’s Kyler 
Murray (1) makes a tele- 
phone call Sunday after 

the University of Oklahoma 
Sooners took a team picture 
in front of the Rose Bowl in 
Pasadena, California. 


Left: OU fan David Long, 
formerly of Norman but now 
living in Palmdale, Calif., 
carries his daughter, Elaina 
Long, 2, on his back Sunday 
during the Rose Bowl Bash at 
The Bloc in Los Angeles. 
[PHOTOS BY NATE BILLINGS, THE 
OKLAHOMAN] 


Cameron Neal of the band, Horse Thief. [PHOTO BY NATE BILL- 
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